The determination of the presence of minute quantities of alcohol is a chemical point of some importance, especially in judicial cases. The usual method hitherto adopted for detecting alcohol in mixed fluids, is to subject the fluid suspected to contain it to distillation at a temperature not greater than that which is required to cause the alcohol to pass over into a receiver, and then to judge of the presence of spirit by the vinous odour of the distilled fluid. When alcohol in the form of gin, whisky, or brandy, &c., has been swallowed, if death takes place within a short period of the introduction of the fluid, the odour of the spirituous liquors will be distinctly perceptible to one inspecting the interior of the stomach ; but if a considerable time should elapse, as, for example, a few hours between the introduction of the spirit and death, it is rarely found that the smell can be detected. Again, if the person should die under the influence of spirituous liqours, and the stomach were not examined within a limited period, the odour of alcohol might not be perceptible, since as absorption goes on for several hours after death, and as volatile fluids appear to be peculiarly susceptible of rapid absorption, the whole of the alcoholic fluid might be removed from the intestinal canal into the circulation. It has been affirmed that alcohol has been detected in the brain of gin drinkers ; but as the mode of testing adopted was merely the impression made upon the nerves of smell, we may perhaps be allowed to doubt the accuracy of the experiment. It has been affirmed that the gin obtained from the brain has been inflamed; and if this were correct, we should then be entitled to quote nasal and ocular proofs of the presence of alcohol in the brain; but as the gin of the shops is so weak?that in its natural state it will scarcely burn?
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we may also be permitted to be sceptical in reference to this second proof. These views do not tend to disprove the possibility of the presence of alcohol in the vessels of the brain and other portions of the body, because we know that hydrocyanic acid passes to the very extremities of the body, and can be distinctly detected by its odour, until it has either been removed from the system by the combustion of respiration, or simply by exhalation from the lungs. 
